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WEAVING

Weavingcanbelikepaintingwithyarn,workingwithcolorandfabricatonce.Ascolortakes

over,thewovenworkcomestobe.Withfiber,texture,structure,andtechnique,themotionbinds

theprocessofweaving.Whetherhandspun,naturalorsynthetic,fibersarechosenand

measuredforthewarplengthandwidth.

Weavingisacraftinwhichfiberstrandsareinterlockedtomakeclothorobjects.Lookingatthe

tapestryweaving-atechniqueusing

discontinuouswefttomakedifferent

colouredblocksofpattern.

Weavingisdoneonloom.Loom aframeor

relatedbaseforweavingcloth.

Thethreadsattachedtotheloom areknown

aswarpthreads

Thethreadspulledacrossthewarpareweft

threads

Theweftarepassedoverandunderthewarpthreadstolockthetwosetsoffibers

together

Windingthreads onthe

warpingboard

Removingthethreadsbychainingthem for

portability

Thewarpisspreadandloopedaroundtheleasestickfor“beamingon”totheloom.Thelease

stickispulledaroundthebeam byahandcrank.Warpthreadsarethreadedthroughheddles

andthenthroughareedusedforbeating.
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Beamingontothebackbeam orwrappingontothebackbeam

Threadingthroughtheheddles

Threadsinsertedinthereed

Theweftisthefiberwhichpassesthroughanopenshed

andacrossthewarpbyshuttle.Theshedisopenand

closedbytheliftingofharnesses.

Shuttlewithbobbinwrappedwithweftthreads
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Foottreadlesoperatestheharnessestogoupor

down.

Harnessesareliftedbythetreadlestheyaretiedto

andbyhowtheyarethreadedtocreatepatterns.

Handloomscanhave4to24harnesses.Asthe

warpshedisclosed,thebeaterpullstheweft

threadintoplace.

Harnessesrisewhichliftsthreadsandgivesa"shed"fortheshuttletopassthrough

Thebeaterplacestheweftin

position

Thewaythewarpandfillingthreadsinterlacewitheachotheriscalledtheweave.Themajority

ofwovenproductsarecreatedwithoneofthreebasicweaves:plainweave,satinweave,ortwill.

Wovenclothcanbeplain(inonecolourorasimplepattern),orcanbewovenindecorativeor

artisticdesigns,includingtapestries.

Tapestryisaweavingtechniquethatindicatesapictorialdesignincorporatingmethodsof

joiningareasofcolourandtextures.
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Fabricinwhichthewarpand/orweftistie-dyedbeforeweavingiscalledikat.

Weavingisatextilecraftinwhichtwodistinctsetsofyarnsorthreadsareinterlacedtoform a

fabricorcloth.Thethreadswhichrunlengthwaysarecalledthewarpandthethreadswhichrun

acrossfrom sidetosidearetheweftorfilling.

Weavingisamethodoffabricproductioninwhichtwoseparatesetsofyarnsorthreadsare

interlacedatrightanglestoform afabricorcloth.Theothermethodsinweavingareknitting,

lacemaking,felting,andbraidingorplaiting.

Thelongitudinalthreadsarecalledthewarpandthelateralthreadsaretheweftorfilling.(Weft

orwoofisanoldEnglishwordmeaning"thatwhichiswoven".)Themethodinwhichthese

threadsareinter-wovenaffectsthecharacteristicsofthecloth.

Clothisusuallywovenonaloom,adevicethatholdsthewarpthreadsinplacewhilefilling

threadsarewoventhroughthem.Afabricbandwhichmeetsthisdefinitionofcloth(warp

threadswithaweftthreadwindingbetween)canalsobemadeusingothermethods,including

tabletweaving,back-strap,orothertechniqueswithoutlooms.

Note:Weavingisaprocessusedtocreatefabricbyinterlacingthreads.Weftthreadsarelaced

overandunderandrunhorizontallytowarpthread.Byworkingthewarpandweftthreadsat

rightangles,aweavercancreatefabricmaterialslikecloth,carpetsortapestries.

Weavingterms

Inordertobeginthisskill,itishelpfultomasterabasicweavingvocabulary.Theconstruction

ofallfiberproductsisexpressedinthefollowingweavingterms.

1.Warp–thethreadsaretheskeletonorframeworkofthefabric.Theyarestretchedup

anddowntheloom whethertheloom ismadeofcardboardorwood.

Inchoosingthewarpthreads,remembertochooseayarnthatdoesnothavemuch

stretch.Alsotestitforstrength.Ordinarycottonstringorlinenthreadisfineforwarping

asitdoesnotmuchstretch.

Warp:Aseriesoftightthreadstretchinglengthwiseonaloom throughwhichtheweftis

woven

2.TheWeftthreadsaretheonesthatcrossoverandunderandarewovenintothewarp

threads.Attimestheyarealsocalledwooforfilling.Weft:Inweaving,threadorother

fiber-likematerialsthatarewovenacrossthewarpfrom sidetoside
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3. Shuttle–thedevice

thatcarriestheyarnover

andunderthewarpisthe

shuttle.Fingersareusedon

smalllooms.Large-eyed

needles(weavingneedles)

withyarnwrappedaroundit.

4. Areedispartofa

weavingloom,andresemblesacomb.Itisusedtoseparateandspacethewarpthreads,

toguidetheshuttle'smotionacrosstheloom,andtopushtheweftthreadsintoplace.

Thereedissecurelyheldbythebeater,andconsistsofaframewithmanyverticalslits.

Reed

5.Dent

Reedwire

Dent
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Areedonend

Boththewiresandtheslotsinthereedareknownasdents(namely,teeth).Thewarp

threadspassthroughthedentsaftergoingthroughtheheddlesandbeforebecoming

wovencloth.Thenumberofdentsperinchindicatesthenumberofgapsinthereedper

linearwidth.Thenumberofwarpthreadendsbyweavingwidthdeterminesthefineness

ofthecloth.Oneormorewarpthreadsmaypassthrougheachdent.Thenumberof

warpthreadsthatgothrougheachdentdependsonthewarpandthedesired

characteristicsofthefinalfabric.

6.Shedstickshelptoliftthealternatingwarpsthroughwhichtheshuttleispassed.Aruler,

dowelorflatpieceofcardboardwillactasagoodshedstick.Theshedistheopening

created.

7.TheHeddleisaloopdevicethat,liketheholesinthePopsiclestickloom,raisesand

lowersthewarpthreads.

8.ABeaterisusedtopushthewoventhreadintoplace.Onecanusefingers,forksorlarge

combasabeater.

9.Eye…………..

Thegaps

between

reedwires

areDents
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Typesoflooms

Basketry

Basketry,artandcraftofmakinginterwovenobjectsusuallycontainersfrom flexiblevegetable

fiberssuchastwigs,grasses,bambooandrushesorfrom plasticorothersyntheticmaterials.

Basketweavingistheprocessofweavingorsewingpliablematerialsintotwoorthree

dimensionalartifactssuchasmatsorcontainers.

Basketry isthecraftofmakingobjectsbyweavingorcoilingtogethermaterials.Theresulting

objectsarecalledbaskets.

Basketryisanancientcraft.It'sbeendonebypeoplearoundtheworldforthousandsofyears,

enablingthem touseavailablenaturalmaterialstomakevesselsforstorageandforhauling

water,orforuseasotherhouseholdgoods,likefurniture.Somepeoplehaveevenmadehouses

usingbasketrytechniques.

Manybasketsaremadewithvariationsontheprocessofweaving. Weaving istheintertwining

orinterlacingofstrandsofmaterialtomakeawholeobject,likeapieceoffabricorabasket.

Thestrandsrunintwodirections,the warp,orlengthwiseverticalstrands,andthe weft,or

horizontalstrands.

BasketryMaterials
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Basketryusesmanymaterials.Traditionalbasketryreliesonnaturalmaterials,includingyoung

twigsfrom treesandshrubslikewillow,plantroots,grapeorhoneysucklevines,andawide

varietyofgrasses.

Basketshavealsobeenmadefrom canes,whicharelongflatstripsformedfrom thefibrous

coresofplantslikepalmsand reeds,whicharespecifictypesofbroad-leafedgrasses.

Somebasketsarealsomadefrom rattan,thinstripsofmaterialsthatcomefrom athorny

climbingpalm.

Today,basketsarealsowovenfrom awidevarietyofsyntheticmaterials,likeplasticsand

recycledmaterialsmadeintopliablefibers.

Basketscomeinendlessvarietiesofpatterns,andmanyhavewonderfuldecorativedesignson

theirsurfaces.Wecan'tdiscussallthespecificweavepatterns,butnowlet'sreviewseveral

basictechniques.

BasketryTechniques

Therearefourbasictechniquesformakingbaskets.Threeofthem involvewarpandweft

threads,andoftenthethicker,ridgewarppiecesserveasribsorsupportsfortheshapeofthe

basket.Inmostcases,anynaturalmaterialsaresoakedinwatertomakethem morepliable

andeasiertoworkwithduringtheweavingprocess.

1.Coilbasketrycanbeassimpleorasornateasyoulike.Techniquesvaryquitealot

betweencultures,andaccordingtomaterialchoice.Thisissimplekind whichdoesn't

taketoolongtomakeandcanbemadeathomeoroutinthewoods.

Thecoiledstructureissotightthesebasketsareidealforgathering,processingand

storingseedsandberries.

Withthecoilingtechniqueyoucanmakebasketsofmanyshapes;vaseshaped,bottle

shaped,orwidebowlshaped.

2."Plaiting"basketryusingmaterialsthatarewideandribbon-like,suchaspalms

3. Twiningbasketweaving

Twinedweavingreferstousingmultiplematerials,onethatismorerigidforthebase

andanothertwothataremoreflexibleforthesidesofthebasket.

"Twining"basketryusingmaterialsfrom rootsandtreebark.Twiningactuallyreferstoa

weavingtechniquewheretwoormoreflexibleweavingelements("weavers")crosseach

otherastheyweavethroughthestifferradialspokes.
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Twiningisoneofthemajorbasketryconstructionmethods.Itisaweavedonewithtwo

elementswovensimultaneouslyaroundthespokes.Theweavingelements(weavers)

crossbetweenthespokesforahalfturnorinsomeinstancesforafullturn.Youshould

becarefultomaintaintheorientationofthecrossingweaverssothatthetwistremains

consistent.

4."Wicker"and"Splint"basketryusingreed,cane

Thebasketweavingprocess:

Thepartsofabasketarethebase,thesidewalls,andtherim.Abasketmayalsohavealid,

handle,orembellishments.

Mostbasketsbeginwithabase.Thebasecaneitherbewovenwithreedorwooden.Awooden

basecancomeinmanyshapestomakeawidevarietyofshapesofbaskets.

The'static'piecesoftheworkarelaiddownfirst.Inaroundbaskettheyarereferredtoas

'spokes';inothershapestheyarecalled'stakes'or'staves'.Thenthe'weavers'areusedtofillin

thesidesofabasket.

Awidevarietyofpatternscanbemadebychangingthesize,color,orbyplacementofacertain

styleofweave.Toachieveamulti-colouredeffect,aboriginalartistsfirstdyethetwineandthen

weavethetwinestogetherinelaboratefashions.

Stepstomakeabasket

1.Startbyunderstandingsomebasicterms:

Weaver-thesearethebasketstrandsthatweavethroughthespokes;theyarelighter,

thinnerandmoreflexiblethanthespokes,toenablethem tobewoveninandout;

Spoke-thesearethestrandsthatstanduprightandform thesidesupportsofthe

basket;theyaremuchstifferthantheweaversandarestrong.

2.Befamiliarwithunder-and-over-weaving.Thisisthemostcommonlyusedtechnique.It

isalsothesimplest.Theillustrationindicatesitsform.

3.Notethatdoubleweavingisthesameform buttwoweaversareusedatonce.Thisisan

effectiveweaveonlargesurfaces,andinbandsorpatternsofthesameoracontrasting

colouronplainrattanbaskets.
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4.Notethatpairingmaybeusedwithanoddorevennumberofspokes.Twoweaversare

startedbehindtwosucceedingspokes,andcrossedbetweenthem,sothatwhatwasthe

underweaverbecomestheupperweavereachtime.

5.Identifythetripletwist.Here,threeweaversareplacedbehindthreeconsecutivespokes,

startingwiththebackone,overtwoandunderonespoke,eachonitswaytothebackof

thethirdspokebeinglaidovertheothertwoweavers.Inturningupthesidesoflarge

basketswhereseparatespokesoradditionalspokeshavebeeninserted,orasastrong

topforscrapbaskets,thisweaveisinvaluable.

COILEDBASKETMAKING

Tostartthebaskettakeasmallhandfulofhayandmaketheendintoapieceofcordso

thatyouhaveaneyethroughwhichyoucanthreadyourbindingmaterial

Begintowrapthestripofbarkaroundthecoreofhayforafewcentimeters.

Graduallyencouragethissausageofmaterialtobegintospiralaround.

From nowon everycoupleofwrapsyoumakewithyourbindingmaterial,taketheend

andthreaditunderandaroundthepreviouslayerofthecoil.Ifyouhavetrouble

threading betweenthelayersyoucanuseanawltoseparatethefibers.

Withafairlytoughbindingmaterial,barkcanpointtheendwithyourknifetomakeit

easiertothreadbetweenthelayers.ForasofterbindingmaterialsuchasstringIliketo

whittlealargewoodenneedleandusethisforthreading.

Youwillneedtokeepaddinghayintoyourfibercoretokeepitaneventhickness.The

thicknessofthecoilisuptoyou.

Whenyourbarkstripisabouttorunoutyoucanweave/threadtheenddownbetween

thecoilstolockitinplace.Youcanintroducenewbindingmaterialbydoingthesame

butoutwardstowardstheedge.

Itwon’tbelongbeforeyourbaskethasgrowntoausablesize.Youcanmakeabasketasbigor

smallasyoulikewithwallsassteeporgradualasnecessarydependingonyourneeds.

 

Whenyouarehappywiththesizeofyourbasketstopaddinginasmuchhayand

eventuallystopaltogethersothatcoreoffiberstapersoff.
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 Youcanmakehandlesfrom variousmaterials.Awoodenhandleisrigidandstrong

whichmaybesuitableforyourneeds.Thedesignoruseofabasketmaymeanthata

handleisnotrequired.

Purposeofbasket

Basketsserveutilitarianaswellasaestheticpurposes.Whilebasketsareusuallyusedfor

harvesting,storageandtransport,specializedbasketsareusedassievesforavarietyof

purposes,includingcooking,processingseedsorgrains,tossinggamblingpieces,rattles,fans,

fishtraps,andlaundry.


